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nm. I have givea eareful consideration to the
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Baar ¥xr. Godwin:

This 4s {n veference to Act Ho. 307 of the
General Assendly of Seorgis providini for sa fncresse
fa the terms of office for the Eszyor sad City Councii
sexbers, stagsered teras, the elininatfen of prizary
elections snd a chaage in the title of ths ¥ayor
pzo texz to Vice Mayor for tha City of $Soclel Circle,
¥zlton County, Ceoxrgis, subeitted to the Attoraey
General pursuant to Sestion 5 of the Volinz Rizhts Act
of 1565, &s sweaded. Your eubulssion was received on

In vegard to Section 28 of Act ¥o. 307, which
provides for the elixmiastica of primary glecticas 4n
the City of Sozial Circle, aad SBection & of Act Ne,
307, which ehanzas the title of mayor pro tem to
vice mayor, the Attoracy Cencrsl does mot faterposs
say objections to the chaszes {n qQuestfon, KHowever,
wve fecl 8 raspomsibility to polat out that Sectiocn S
of the Voting Rizhts Act axprassly provides that ths
felluvre of the Attorney Ceneral to edject does wnat
Bar say subsecuent judicisl sectica ke enjoin the

enforce=ant of such chanjes.

. In vegsrd to Section 24 of Act Mo, 337, which DTSR
provides for aa iscreass ia the terxs of o!ﬂcc fexr . .
the wayor sad ¢ity council meabders and for steggersd i 7:- ¢

*



ey

submitted chanzes., After exzzinin; the chanzes with
supportiag information and cor=entz froa interested
petties, as well as enalysis of recent eourt decisions

such as Jeer v, United statecs, g.3. . 43
V.. L.%. 4435, Herch 3J, 1%7¢; Genriia v, Lnired States,

411 U.8, 32¢ (1%73); sad Cravez v, Barner, 343 ¥. Supp.
70% (v.D. Tex. 1977), aff'd, kiaite v, E&"e"tcr, 412 0.5,
755 (1973}, we are unable tc eonclude, a8 we must waler
the Voting Rights Act, that the stajgerin; of the terms
of city council mexders will mot Bave & ra2clally
discriminactory effect. Our analysis reveals that
aithough blacka eoastitute & substentizl propertion of
the porulation of 3ocial Clrcle, they have coly recently
achieved representatica en the city council., The
izsosition of stazgzered terzs i{n the context of the
at-large syste= of election in the City of Socisl Circle
wozld result in the reductien of the field of candidates
and would Bave the effect of limitlaz the potentisl for
blac: voters to elect a candidate of thelr cholce and,
thug, cemstitutes s dilutien of black weting strenith,

Yor the forsioinz raasonz, I wust on behalf ef
the Attoruney General interposs sn objecticn to Section
2A of Act BHo. 3137. Cf ecurse, Section 3 permits seeking
approval ef all chanzes affectinz voting by the United
Stotes Pistrict Court for the District of Colmbdia
firrespective of whether the cbasges have previously
baen sudcitted to the Attorney Gemeral. Hovever, until
suchk a judszeat s rendared by that Court, the legal
effect of the objection by the Atterney Genor:sl is to
reader the chanzes in question lagsally umanforcsidle.

$iacersly,

J. Btaaley Pottinger
Assistanat Avtorney Genaral

Civil Rights Division



